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fiLike taking a picture of a roof

In May of 2008 Nathan Holth anchkdjust finished doing some photographic documentation of the State Street Bridge in
Bridgeport Michigan and decided to stop at the Bridgeport library with the outside chance they would have some old
pictures of the State &t Bridge. After we described the librarian what we were looking fehe made a quick dash to

the back of the lirary and came back with a ngwisit booklet and turned to a picture of the bridge, a grainy black and
white picture t aktemati s Ama til heal chtdiRgBl. Il Vi WeHll dit her and | aur
repeated tale on how there were few pictures takérsturic metal truss bridgespmething | discovered from years of
rummaging through piles of old pictures and postcards in antique stores andalosabrtation officesOur ancestors

took few pictures of their local iron truss bridge. They took pictures of their horse, barn, house, the front porch, and eve
the outhousgbut rarely did they point a camera toward the local iron truss bridge. Wiméshked the librarian with a

slightly mischievous smiless ai d fAl t 6s | i ke .@ aXe s1l]g Bh pti &®g uirte, offathess atotoi
probably had about their locakidge. It appears our forefathers signfgoked at the bridge astool to gegoods and
servicesacross the riveand when the bridge was worn out, as with any tool, replaedgth a better tool. Today it is

difficult to convince many people tie value in saving a historic metal truss bridge or to convince theaithe

somet hing beyond the truss design and the engineeri ng
and closed teehicular traffic the State Stet Bridgewill undergo a complete restoration with thien of saving as much

of the original bridge mmbers as possible and replicatihgse that havdeteriorated beyond repairThe restoration

process began with an email from Tanya M. Mobemdscape Architect/Plannef Spicer Group in Saginaw Michigan.

Hi Vern,
We're moving forward--MDOT has scheduled the peenstruction meeting for the historic bridge on October 15, 2009,
at 10:00am, atthe MDOBay City TSC officeéé.

-
Nathan Holth, webmaster bfistoric Robert R EggetsSenior Planner/Principal
Bridges of Michigan ané&lsewhere andTanya M Moore Landscape at Spicer Group and Engineer of record 1
Richard Dunnil] formermanager of Architect/Plannerbothof Spicer Groupn  the Bridgeport Bridge, and Vern Mesler,
BridgeportCharter Townshipand Kevin ~ Saginaw Michigan reviewing drawing VJIM Metal Craftsman LLCinspecting for
Trombley, Designerfor Spicer Group for the State Street Bridge restoration restoratiora historic metal truss bridge in
project in BridgepottMichigan Mount PleasanMichigan

The meeting started with the familiar MDOT attendance-siggheet Control Section, Job Number, Date, Tieral five
little square boxes for yolName, Organizatioh € € . . . indAthetBayrCily MDOT meeting wefeanya Moore and
Marci Plahutnik from Spicer Grouggim Zimmer, MDOT Project Manager along with other Bay City MDOT persgnnel
and Heather Hendges, Astgint Project Manager of Davis Construction Co., Landitichigan.


http://thesaurus.reference.com/browse/deteriorate

Davis Construction received the contract from MDOT for the State Street Bridge restprajém and will begin work
moving the twespan bridge from itabutments this Decemhe&009 This is an exciting restoration projeahd the
Craftsmanés Newsl etter wildl b e warkepdaontraducingdts readers ttthie peopter o g r
working onthe restoration of this historic craftsnéagecord. | hadhe pleasure of working with the teamSpicer Group

in SaginawMichigan, led by Tanya Moorgn develging restoration procedurésatp r ot ect t he «clr aft s
believe that theuccessful completioof the State Street Bridgeoject has the poteat to be used as a standard for the
restoration of historic metal truss bridges in Michigan and other states.

For pictures of the State Street Bridge in Bridgepdithigan seeNathan Holtld websiteHistoric Bridges of Michigan
and Elsewherat http://www.historicbridges.org/truss/state/index.htm
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fiNever work with a dull tool 6  Tworels spoken by a ninety one year ofdftsman during a conversation | had with

him on the McDowell Bridg®ever the Skunk Rivemear Grinnelllowa, are agreat metaphorfaa | |  of | i f ebs
especially applicable to the restoration of historic metal truss bridges. It was Sundagritmvember 8 and | along

with Nathan Holthwebmastepf Historic Bridges of Michigan and Elsewhergasat the McDowell Bridget the request

of Julie Bowers Chairperson of the newly organized Friends of the Skunk River Biidgéirst contact withMs.

Bowers was bynemail shehadsent me through my website requesting help for a bridgén&usuffered damage from

ice and debris Sheexpresseder fears that this rare metal truss bridge was about to be demolished because it was slight
bent, risted, and missing a few rivetertainly not a dath sentence by my way of thinking. | immediately eas.

Bowers and during ouwronversation agreed to attefashd make a presentatior) #te Friends of the Skunk River Bridge

first ever fundaisingeventschedula for the coming weekend. duick check on Google maps reled a seven and

half hourroute toGrinnell, not exactly a Sundagfternoon dnie in the country, an indicatiaf Ms. Bower®persuasive

talens, an important tool in saving a hisic bridge that is slightly bent, rusted, with a few rivets misginjyls Bower s
promise of all the Stone Soup | could eat also piqued my intefasit jurnedout, the round trip wenivell, with only one
changemadeby Nathan Holtho the route my GBhadmapped outhedi dnét | i ke the bridge r
the Misgssippi River. It wagoo boring he saidand directed me to a more historic bridge with a promise that no time
would be lost by doing so

Required hardware for stos@up:three Larry Bryanadds a varietpf vegetables A bowl of stone soupahardymeal for a
one inch steel round stk secured at the meat and liquid, stirringvith a wood pad craftsman

top with a handcrafted steel ring chain ~ handcraftedy Steve Hardeman

attached to it witta large cast iron pot.


http://www.historicbridges.org/truss/state/index.htm

Cast iron connection member on the Wood pattern displayed at the Heritage Pat t ern | abel ed A"

McDowell Bridge(background has been  DiscoveryCenterin Johnstown PA F U R andriginal wood pattern
changed to black and white in order to (photo by Nan Jackson during our trip to purchased at thégohnstown Area
highlight theconnection deta)l Johnstown in 2007) Heritage Association store

Nathan and | begaexploringevery section othis fascinating bridgeprobingalong the top, sides, and underngéth

bridge Photograpling everycast and wrought iron membieruncovett he c¢cr af t s meved their falricakos t |
methods in the construction of this bowstring arch truss built by King Iron Bridge and Manufacturing Companylin 1883.
found the cast iron members of special interest becauseitoneplex shapedn the foundry hese cast irononnection
membersvould begih with a wood patterorafted by a pattern maker with the skills of a fine cabinet maker skill of

the pattern maker can be seen in the wood palisptayed at théleritage Discovery Center in Johnstoamd salvaged

from the pattern storage liding in the historic Cambria Iron Work&he Heritage Discovery Center has an exhibit called
"The Pattern Maker's Arthatshowcases the museum's extensive collection of foundry patterns. Visit the Heritage
Discovery Center website for more informatituitp://www.jaha.org/DiscoveryCenter/virtualtour.html
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Entrance to the McDowell Bridgste iNever wor k with a RoseRohr, Chair dhe Jones County
Bowers father of Julie Bowers Historic Preservation Commissioviern
Mesler, VIJM Metal Craftsman LLCJulie
Bowers Chair of theFriends of the Skunk
River Bridge

For more information about the McDow@ltidge,check out the websitevww.bowstringbridge.intuitwebsites.coamd
for current updateon the McDowell Bridgerisit Julie Bowers bloghttp://srbowstring.blogspot.com/

Pictures of théVicDowell Bridge can be seen on Nathan Holtwebsite,
http://www.historicbridges.org/iowa/mcdowell/index.php
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